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December 6 marks the day that 14 women were murdered at Polytechnique Montréal in 1989. December 6 is now
National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women.

The mass murder of women at Polytechnique was fed by misogyny. Misogyny—the hatred and systematic devaluing of
women and girls—normalizes violence against women and girls and encourages treating women and girls as less than
human. This is counter to the gospel message that all are beloved of God. Any violence against women and girls, as well as
the many ways that violence is ignored, downplayed or explained away, are symptoms of sinful systems of harm. This harm
may take the shape of physical violence, sexual violence, emotional abuse (belittling, harassing, intimidation), and any
other ways that women and girls can be targeted for their gender—including being killed.

The statistics are deeply troubling. In Canada, one in three women have felt unsafe in public due to experiencing some
form of unwanted sexual behaviour. One in five women have experienced online harassment. Indigenous women face
dramatically higher levels of violence: 54% of Indigenous women vs. 37% of non-Indigenous women. Statistics on violence
against Black women and girls in Canada are hard to find and are often not kept, but American reports show that Black
women and girls are 35% more likely to face gender-based violence. In 79% of reported cases of intimate partner violence,
the victims are women. Forty-four percent of Black Trans women reported experiencing intimate partner violence.

As Christians we must work to change customs and practices that oppress and enslave others and work to protect against
everything that destroys human dignity (Living Faith, 8.4.2–3). We affirm that we are made in the image of God and that
God’s love is never seen in hatred and dehumanizing.

 
A Reflection on Mary’s Song
Mary sings of the strength of God’s arm in scattering the thoughts of the proud,
Bringing down the powerful and lifting the lowly.
Scripture will name her “blessed,” and that’s one word for it…
Her betrothed wasn’t the father and she could have feared being struck, scorned, shamed and stoned for being pregnant
and unwed.
She has heard the stories from other women.
Seen the bruises they tried to hide from others while collecting the water and doing the wash.
Mary knew that God loved her.   
And that all people, all God’s children, carry the image of God within us.

-The Rev. Deb Stanbury, Toronto
 
 

http://standrewsvictoria.ca/


Are you willing and able to assist us in
welcoming people as an usher at our Sunday
services or for special services like Christmas
Eve? If so, please contact Bruce Wasylick
(bwasylik@shaw.ca) or speak to Sheelagh or
Roger on Sunday.

 

Zephaniah 3:14–20
Isaiah 12:2–6
Philippians 4:4–7
Luke 3:7–18

Read From Your Bible This WeekRead From Your Bible This Week

Reservations for Sunday
We are still asking for congregants to register for
attendance at the Sunday service. We know that many
have stopped pre-registering. However, as more people
attend (and we get closer to reaching our capacity of
70 attendees) we need your help to let us know if you'll
be there in-person on Sunday.  Please help us to
prepare for worship by clicking here for the form to
register for Sunday. 

We Need You!
Remember to check
out this interactive
advent calendar 

Share the Joy
St. Andrew’s congregation and adherents contribute to our
Share the Joy of Christmas program each year to provide a
brighter Christmas to those who are struggling financially in
Greater Victoria.  Our goal in 2021 is to give hampers to
fifteen needy families (approximately 60 persons). It costs
$147 to fill a hamper, $5 more than last year. 
Remember, you can donate through your envelopes, on the
church website or by mailing a cheque.

Guest musician for this
coming Sunday is Alex
Chernata on clarinet
and her accompanist
Jany Lu on piano.

Do You Know Someone
Looking for Work?

Grace Lutheran Church is hiring a part time
janitor.  Email hiring@gracelutheranvictoria.ca

for a full job description. 

A "Note" About Choir:
Choir practice now starts at 10:15 a.m. 
on Saturdays and goes until 11:30 a.m. 
Speak to Christine for More information.

“I didn’t have any hope of living a meaningful life. My left leg was
deformed by poliomyelitis at a young age, and I grew up with this
challenge,” said Monica Akamb, a 45-year-old woman living in
northern Ghana. “My biggest challenge, however, transcends the
impairment. It has been the negative attitudes and stereotypes of
community members and even within my immediate family.”
Monica explained how her experience with the Garu Community
Based Rehabilitation Program (CBR) made a tremendous
difference in her life. “Thank God that CBR and PWS&D came to
my rescue. They taught my family and the community to treat
persons with disabilities with dignity. I learned gardening skills and
now grow vegetables for a living.” The Presbyterian Church in
Ghana, supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development,
manages this project.

From Hopeless to Hopefull

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDFTgzw-3Mpwezo10qINHFa91mPz8gH-ouKYg8Z90gYlR7Bg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.cnob.org/?p=2657
mailto:hiring@gracelutheranvictoria.ca


Great job, St. Andrew’s!  We have surpassed our
Share the Joy of Christmas 2021 goal of 15
Christmas food hampers for needy families in
Greater Victoria! 
Donations received so far will provide 25 hampers to
make Christmas brighter for some of our more
vulnerable neighbours.
These hampers, through donations from the good
people at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, are put
together by the Mustard Seed to provide a joyful
Christmas for low-income individuals, couples with
children and multi-adult families in our community. 
 The families receive a turkey or grocery gift card,
fresh produce, milk, eggs, bakery items, treats, cereal
and a variety of other foods.  They will also receive a
few special gifts for each child and stocking stuffers.  
Adults are blessed with a few goodies like warm
stockings, chocolates and a new toque along with
the food.  This way we try to touch each person’s
heart with the joy, peace and hope of the season.

Share the Joy of
Christmas Update

Go to St. Andrew’s-Victoria website: standrewsvictoria.ca, and click the Donate tab at the top of the page. There are
instructions there to help you donate by e-transfer or by using the Canada Helps app to make a donation by credit
card.  Indicate that your donation is for Share the Joy.

You can also donate via your church envelopes.  Write “Share the Joy” on the line where you enter the amount of
your donation.  As you come into the narthex of the church off Douglas Street, there are white steel boxes marked
Collection where you can deposit your envelope.  (The ushers are not collecting the offering during the Sunday service
because of Covid-19 restrictions.)

To mail in your donation, send it to

c/o Treasurer, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtney St, Victoria, BC, V8W 1C1

If you have any questions about our Share the Joy of Christmas campaign, please call Debra Verwey at 250-383-1009


