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Week at a Glance

Open Church: Sanctuary
Wednesdays at 12:00 pm

Meditation Hour: Sanctuary
Wednesdays at 4:40 pm

Activity Group: Gathering Room
Thursdays at 10:30 

Iestyn Davies and Fretwork
Friday, November 29 at 7:30 pm

The Legacy of Lightfoot 
Saturday, November 30 at 7:30 pm

Worship Service: Sanctuary
Sundays at 10:30 am

Viola and Chamber Recital 
Sunday, December 1 at 2:00 pm

Gerdan Theater Ukrainian Choir
Sunday, December 1 at 7:00 pm

Worship Service 

Lectionary Readings: 
Lamentations 3:19-26, Habakkuk 
1:1 - 2:4, Psalm 37:4-7

Prelude: “Morceau” by Gabriel 
Fauré

Choral Anthem: “Let there be 
light” by N R Fairbank

Musical Reflection: “Pastorale” by 
Germaine Tailleferre

Postlude:  “Gavotte” by George 
Frideric Handel

Resignation of Transitional 
Minister

Dear Friends in Christ,

I am profoundly grateful for our work and life together over these 
six years.  St. Andrew’s is the Kirk That Faith Built.  I have been 
inspired by your commitment to Jesus Christ and your dedication 
and leadership at St. Andrew’s.  The work has been challenging to 
say the least. Together you have faced the unknown, what might 
be, and what can be.  Together you will continue to face those 
challenges as you decide, with the help and wisdom of God, what 
is next for you.  

I recognize that the time has come to end my contract with St. 
Andrew’s effective February 28, 2025.  I can no longer effectively 
continue to lead you in the next phase of your discernment.    

For now, Linda and I plan to remain in our home in Victoria.  I plan 
to use March and April as a sabbatical to rest and reflect, 
something I have not experienced in 45 years of ministry.  Then I 
plan to step back from full time ministry and be open for where 
God leads.  

In the time that I have left with you, I want us to celebrate the 
remarkable people who make up St. Andrew’s.  I call you to 
continue the work of the collaborative conversations as they 
unfold that will be enable you to discern what is next for you.  We 
will continue to try to answer who you are, who is your neighbour 
and who God calling you to be.

Sincerely,

Mitch
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Resignation of Interim 
Moderator

Dear Friends,

After much thought, prayer, and gratitude to God, I 
am writing this letter to inform you that I have 
notified the Clerk of Presbytery of my desire to 
resign as Interim Moderator of St. Andrew's, 
effective the end of February 2025.

I'm aware, too, that you are also receiving a letter 
from Mitch Coggin this evening, expressing his 
intention to conclude his time of ministry among 
us. While our decisions are made independently 
and for our own separate reasons, it has been a 
very special privilege to have served together with 
Mitch at St. Andrew's. I am thankful, always, for his 
personal warmth, his friendship and his spiritual 
example, just as I have been encouraged in our 
partnership by his generosity in leadership.

During my 3 plus years as Interim Moderator there 
have been challenging times - burdens that we all 
have borne together. There have been times, too, 
of real blessings and breakthroughs. In our 
sometimes challenging walk together with our 
sibling church at Knox, God has been opening 
doors for us along the journey... and also opening 
our hearts one to another. I believe He is leading 
us to a time of decision making regarding our next 
steps. There is a careful, prayerful urgency to those 
in our mission-seeking together.  

For personal reasons, including some important 
issues facing our extended family, I must lay my 
portion of that burden down.  In doing so, please 
know that I have nurtured the special spot in my 
heart that I have for St. Andrew's. I will watch, listen 
and pray for your well-being as you venture 
together... with God... into the future He has 
planned for you!

Blessings in Christ,

Wayne

Thank you to these three veterans from St Andrew’s & 
Knox: Gary Hall, Doug Guille and Roger Bernard. Photo 
submitted by Lorraine Whiting



Share the Joy Update

So far this month we’ve raised over $600!

This Christmas, help feed hungry people in 
Victoria! Our financial donations will help The 
Mustard Seed Church distribute 1200 Christmas 
hampers. Please indicate all financial donations 
are for ‘Share the Joy’.

CASH DONATIONS: Put your cash or cheque in a 
regular donation envelope during Sunday Services.

E-TRANSFER DONATIONS: Please send your 
donation to treasurer@standrewsvictoria.ca 

WARM TOES: This year we are also collecting 
donations of socks! Please place them in the 
donation bin in The Gathering Room.

Activity Group Update

Thank You to the many people who generously 
shared sewing supplies and donated them to the 
Activity Group.  We have been overwhelmed by 
your generosity and will soon take it all to 
Compassionate Resource Warehouse for transport 
to individuals, schools and projects around the 
world.

The Thursday morning Activity Group meetings will 
change over the Christmas season: 

We will meet November 28th & December 5th. 
We will not meet December 12th, 19th, 26th or 
January 2nd. 

Join us in the new year, Thursday, January 9th, 
10:30am!

Soap for Hope Update

Thanks to all the folks at St. Andrew’s and Knox 
who have donated in October and November!  So 
far I’ve collected 6 banker boxes full of hygiene 
products! A number of folks also contributed 
beautiful handmade washcloths - a final count and 
pictures will follow soon!  I will do another drop off 
on December 19 if anyone has some last minute 
things to donate.  Thanks again for your kindness!

Joyce 
Nordwall 

will be 
here!

What I Learned from the 
‘Bomb Cyclone’ Storm

Dear St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church,

The weather the past few days has caused a lot of 
hardship for our community. Our homes were battered by 
the 'bomb cyclone' storm- tens of thousands lost power, 
ferries were cancelled, roads closed, and so many are 
now facing the aftermath of fallen trees and debris.

One of the things your donations make possible is for Our 
Place to respond quickly when extreme weather hits. The 
team has been working tirelessly to make sure every 
family member we serve was taken care of.

I admit, I got very lucky. In contrast to the excellent team 
at Our Place, my plan for myself left much to be desired. 
My "plan" consisted of setting my phone alarm in case the 
power went out and Alexa couldn’t wake me up as 
scheduled. Beyond that? Nothing. No go-bag, no 
emergency stash of water or food. And yes—I should be 
better prepared, especially living on Vancouver Island.

As it turned out, the power did go out, and my street was 
left topsy turvy with a few battered branches. But what 
stopped me in my tracks as I rushed through my dark 
house in the morning? I couldn’t have a shower – mine 
doesn’t work without power. I threw my messy hair into a 
ponytail and raced to work. When I arrived at the 
community centre, I was so grateful that our incredible 
facilities team ensures all of our buildings are equipped 
with generators.One day without a shower wasn’t going to 
harm me much. But, I had professional meetings to attend 
and a nagging feeling that I just wasn’t at my best – I’ll 
admit I wasn’t feeling like myself at all. So, I headed 
downstairs to the Our Place community hygiene area.

There, I was warmly greeted by our amazing hygiene 
team and handed a donated towel (thank you, donors!). It 
was breakfast time, so all of our family members were 
upstairs enjoying hot breakfasts in the dining room and I 
knew I wasn’t taking space from anyone. As I stood in the 
shower area—a space used by hundreds of people every 
month—it struck me how welcoming the experience was.

After my shower, I felt human again. You know that 
feeling—the refreshed, renewed sense of starting the day 
off right. Yet, as I got dressed, standing where so many of 
our family members stand every day, I was hit with a 
deeper realization: a shower is about so much more 
than cleanliness. It’s about confidence, dignity, and 
well-being.

For many of us, starting the day with a shower is a 
given—a luxury we don’t even think about. But for those 
we serve, it can be a transformative moment. Many of our 
family members come in wet, cold, and exhausted. 
Imagine how much that warm shower and clean, dry towel 
means to them.

At Our Place, we provide more than 950 showers every 
month. These showers are open to everyone, every day. 
They’re more than just a hygiene service; they’re a source 
of hope, safety, and belonging.

Keeping showers open and lights on wasn’t the only thing 
your support of Our Place made possible this week, 
though.

● The facilities team works tirelessly to make sure all 
Our Place buildings are weather-safe and 
prepared for anything. During the storm, every 
generator was ready, and all the hatches were 
battened down.

● Housing support workers personally spoke with 
each resident, reminding them about the 
impending storm and encouraging them to stay 
safe indoors.

● Meanwhile, Our Place street outreach workers 
were moving through the area, proactively signing 
everyone up for shelter beds at 919 Pandora and 
My Place housing.

●
● With waitlists for Our Place shelters every night, 

the list was soon full. So, the outreach team went 
the extra mile, escorting family members to our 
wonderful partner, the Salvation Army, which offers 
emergency weather shelter spaces. Thanks to 
their efforts, we ensured that everyone was offered 
shelter.

As I was leaving the hygiene area, I saw that family 
members coming down from breakfast were greeted with 
the same warmth and support that I had just experienced. 
It’s a testament to the incredible work of the entire team, 
the strong relationships we’ve fostered, and the sense of 
community we’ve built at Our Place.

Experiences like this remind me to never take the little 
things for granted. Because for someone else, those “little 
things” can mean the world.

Thank you for making them possible.

Janice Kalin

Director of Philanthropy, Our Place Society

mailto:treasurer@standrewsvictoria.ca
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St. Andrew’s Events Calendar 

Viola and Chamber Recital - Sanctuary
Sunday, December 1 at 2:00 pm
Featuring the wonderful Viola students and Chamber 
groups from the class of Joanna Hood, Associate 
Professor at UVIC’s School of Music, and Lafayette 
Quartet member. Donations are appreciated and 
support both the music outreach program and 
young emerging musicians!

Session Meeting - Hybrid
Monday, December 9 at 7:00 pm

Knox Cafe
Knox Presbyterian Church
Wednesday, December 11 at 7:00 pm
You're Invited to a Magical Christmas Café! 
Admission is $10 and includes light refreshments. 
Donations accepted to support Presbyterian World 
Service & Development. 

The Gift of Christmas Music - Sanctuary 
Thursday, December 12 at 12:00 pm
Featuring the talents of organist Christine Purvis 
and guests. You can also take part in the Christmas 
carol sing along!  Warm drinks and Christmas 
goodies will be served. Donations are appreciated 
and support both St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church’s music outreach program and young 
emerging musicians!

‘Blue Christmas’ at Trinity
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, December 15 at 2:00pm
Members of St. Andrew’s and Knox are invited to a 
special ‘Blue Christmas’ service at Trinity. This 
takes place after regular Sunday morning services 
for everyone at their own churches. Join us in 
remembering the grief and losses of the year that 
make this season so difficult for many!

Christmas Eve Service - Sanctuary
Tuesday, December 24 at 7:00 pm
Details to be announced…

Annual Recovery Christmas Dinner
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church’s Kirk Hall
Wednesday, December 25 at 2:00 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy a free buffet style 
Turkey dinner at St. Andrew’s Kirk Hall.  For more 
info please email recoverychristmasdinner@gmail.com.

Community Events Calendar 

Taizé Prayer Invite 
St. Philip Church
Thursday, November 28 at 7:00 pm
Please join us at St. Philip Oak Bay for a candlelit 
service of song, silence, prayer and contemplation, 
in the style of the Taizé Community. For more 
information go HERE. 

Creches of the World 
Comox Valley Presbyterian Church
November 29 at 1:00pm - 3:00pm (for seniors and 
those with mobility considerations) and 3:00pm - 
6:30pm & November 30 at 10:00am - 3:30pm
A display of Nativity sets from all around the world. 
Free admission!  Christmas music, children’s area, 
lighted room.  For more information go HERE. 

Iestyn Davies and Fretwork
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church’s Sanctuary
Friday, November 29 at 7:30 pm
Countertenor Iestyn Davies makes his debut 
performance with EMSI, in the company of the 
incomparable British viol consort, Fretwork. For 
more info and tickets please go HERE. 

The Legacy of Lightfoot 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church’s Sanctuary
Saturday, November 30 at 7:30 pm
The Legacy of Lightfoot was born out of an 
enduring respect and reverence for the iconic 
music of Gordon Lightfoot. For more info and 
tickets please go HERE. 

We are One
Dave Dunnet Community Theater
Sunday, December 1 at 2:00 pm
A charitable, fun, uplifting and inspiring live show 
featuring outstanding performers celebrating 
human solidarity, diversity and inclusion. For more 
info and tickets please go HERE. 

Gerdan Theater Ukrainian Choir
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church’s Sanctuary
Sunday, December 1 at 7:00 pm
An amazing sixteen member folk singing group 
with authentic Ukrainian music. For more info and 
tickets please go HERE. 

Big Band Christmas 
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Sunday, December 1 at 2:30 pm
Featuring The Best Coast Big Band!  Join us for 
a great afternoon of music and laughter as we 
play a variety of favorite big band tunes and 
Christmas classic!

Victoria Gaelic Christmas
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, December 8 at 2:00 pm
Join The Victoria Scottish Gaelic Choir for our 
annual Christmas concert! Tickets are $15 and 
can be purchased in advance  HERE.

Oksana Mukha Concert 
Ukrainian Canadian Cultural Society of 
Vancouver Island
Saturday, December 14 at 7:00 pm
A charity Christmas concert featuring the famous 
Ukrainian singer Oksana Mukha! For tickets and 
more info please go HERE. 

A Child’s Christmas in Wales
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church’s Sanctuary
Tuesday, December 24 at 2:30 pm
The Vox Humana Chamber Choir presents a 
warm and nostalgic Vox Humana Christmas 
tradition. For tickets and more info please go 
HERE. 

Recovery Dinner
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church’s Kirk Hall
Wednesday, December 25 at 2:00 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy a free buffet style 
Turkey dinner at St. Andrew’s Kirk Hall.  There 
will be dessert, coffee, and Christmas stockings 
for all.  For more info please email 
recoverychristmasdinner@gmail.com.

Taizé Prayer Invite
St. Philip Church
Thursday, December 31 at 7:00 pm
 Please join us at St. Philip Oak Bay for a 
candlelit service of song, silence, prayer and 
contemplation, in the style of the Taizé 
Community. For more information go HERE. 

COLDEST NIGHT: The popular walkathon 
campaign will return to downtown Victoria and 
the WestShore on Saturday, February 24, 2024 
from 4 - 7 pm! Our Place Society and the Pacific 
Centre Family Services Association (in the 
WestShore) host the two- and five-kilometre 
charity walks. As of November 4, you can sign up 
HERE for the downtown walk and HERE for the 
Langford walk starting at Starlight Stadium. 

Taizé Prayer Invite 
St. Philip Church
Thursday, February 27 at 7:00 pm
 Please join us at St. Philip Oak Bay for a 
candlelit service of song, silence, prayer and 
contemplation, in the style of the Taizé 
Community. For more information go HERE. 

Taizé Prayer Invite
St. Philip Church
Thursday, March 27 at 7:00 pm
 Please join us at St. Philip Oak Bay for a 
candlelit service of song, silence, prayer and 
contemplation, in the style of the Taizé 
Community. For more information go HERE. 

Camp Vip 2025
Little Qualicum Falls June 9 - 13. Goldstream 
July 3-7. Rathtrevor. August 11 - 18. More details 
to be announced in the new year. For more 
information go HERE.

The Link - January Deadline
Sunday, December 29
Please send your submission to 
theLink@shaw.ca.

Robbie Burns Tea - Kirk Hall
Sunday, January 19 at 2:00 pm
St. Andrew’s and The Victoria Scottish 
Gaelic Choir presents an afternoon of 
Scottish entertainment! Light 
refreshments included. More details to 
follow…

Session Meeting - Hybrid
Monday, January 20 at 7:00 pm

The Link - February Deadline
Sunday, January 26
Please send your submission to 
theLink@shaw.ca.

Session Meeting - Hybrid
Monday, February 17 at 7:00 pm

The Link - March Deadline
Sunday, February 23
Please send your submission to 
theLink@shaw.ca.
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